
 
 
 

We are a body of believers whose soul 
intention is to glorify and serve the 

Lord Jesus Christ, who is the head of 
His church. Our desire is to reflect 
that of our God--that all be saved. 
Anyone who is willing to humble 

himself before the mighty hand of 
God can be saved.

WEEKLY SERVICES & MEETINGS

SUNDAY 

Bible Study // 
9:30 am 

Worship Service // 
10:30 am

WEDNESDAY 

Bible Study // 
7:00 pm

NORTHSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST 
4 2 1 7  H i g h w a y  3 9  N  // M e r i d i a n ,  M S  3 9 3 0 1  

P H O N E :  ( 6 0 1 ) 4 8 3 - 2 7 2 6  W E B :  www.nscocmeridian.com 
Join us via live stream for our worship service! 

Like our Facebook page!
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UPCOMING Prayer  List  
Pray for all those with ongoing health 
ailments. 
• Renee Cumberland (cancer) 
• Ora Barrett 
• Connie Montgomery 
• Emily Linton 
• Andy Duncan (Liver transplant) 
•

Communion 
Preparation 

2026 preparation list is in foyer 
March - Rowell 
April -Potts 
May - 

Birthday /  Anniversary   
Mark Potts - 6th 
Larry Montgomery - 13th 
Kylie Joiner - 23rd 

Men to  Serve  
Announcements - Dwight Callens 

Scripture Reading - Colossians 2:1-10 

Lead Singing - Mark Potts 

Head of Lord’s Table - Shay Cooper 

Assist on Lord’s Table - David Cradic 

Scripture Reading - 1 Corinthians 
11:23 - 29 

Closing Prayer - James Johnson
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Changing the Standard 
By Jeremy Paschall 

“As the orchestra was about to begin their 
rehearsal, the conductor summoned their 
attention: 

“Please get out your pencils. We have some 
marking to do on this particular piece. The 
first two measures are in a 3-4 time 
signature, not 4-4 as written. Next, in the 
5th measure, change it to a 7-8 time 
signature, and this remains in effect until 
the end. Now, in measure number 7 we will 
lower the pitch 1/2 step. In measure 
number 13, lower the pitch one whole step, 
and this will remain to the end. Okay? Now, 
let’s begin.” 

The soprano soloist spoke up, “Excuse me, 
Maestro. What would you like for me to 
change?” 

“Nothing, madam,” the conductor replied 
with the slightest hint of sarcasm. “Just 
sing it exactly as you did yesterday.” 

When a musician varies from the written 
music, there are two options that allow the 
performer and the music to be reconciled. 
Either the musician must alter his or her 
performance to accurately reflect the 
musical composition, or (as in the above 
story) the music must be rewritten to 
accommodate the performance (i.e. errors) 
of the musician. 

Essentially the same is true in every other 
area of life. When one deviates from a 
standard, either he or she can alter their 
conduct to comply with the given standard 
or the standard can be manipulated to 
justify the otherwise unjustifiable conduct. 

Certainly we can see the spiritual 
application. The Word of God is our 
standard. When we find ourselves or 
someone else thinking, speaking, or acting 
in a way that is contrary to the standard, 
what should we do? Should we correct the 
error and be reconciled to the standard, or 

should we attempt to change the standard 
so that the conduct i s no longer 
condemned? What if someone is teaching 
that which is not in harmony with the 
standard, God’s Word? Do we hold firmly 
to the standard and require them to 
comply, or do we attempt to change or 
allow them to change the standard? 

Here’s the real question — are we going to 
trust human beings to set the standard or 
are we going to rely on the Word of the 
Lord? 

“All flesh is like grass, and all its glory like 
the flower of grass. The grass withers, and 
the flower falls off, but the word of the Lord 
endures forever” (1 Peter 1.24-25) 

“All have sinned and fall short of the glory 
of God.” (Romans 3.23) 

Human beings are frail mortals with the 
distinct capacity for failure. God is eternally 
infallible, and His Word is complete and 
perfect (2 Timothy 3.16-17; 2 Peter 1.3). It 
does not need altering, updating, or 
modification (Deuteronomy 4.2; 12.32; 
Proverbs 30.6; 2 John 9-11; Revelation 
22.18-19). It will stand as it is — the perfect 
standard to judge all of mankind (John 
12.48). 

There is really no choice at all — the 
standard cannot be changed! Any feeble 
effort to do so will meet with the wrath of 
the standard’s Author, Almighty God. 
Altering the scales won’t fix our weight 
problems, breaking the mirror won’t 
change the way we look, and changing (or 
ignoring) God’s Word won’t make our 
sinful behavior acceptable. Our only option 
is to comply and to insist that those who 
teach us do the same!

Knowing Your Part 
By Jeremy Paschall 

The story is told of a junior high school 
music teacher who had just organized a 
band in her school. The principal was so 
proud of the music teacher’s efforts that he 
decided, without consulting the music 
teacher, that the band should hold a concert 
for the entire school. The music teacher 
protested, citing the inexperience of her 
pupils, but the principal insisted that the 
performance be held nonetheless. The day 
of the concert arrived, and just before the 
performance began the music teacher told 
her nervous students, “If you’re not sure of 
your part, just pretend to play.” With that, 
she stepped back, raised her baton, and 
brought it down with emphasis — and the 
band responded with absolute silence! 

Far too often, members of local churches 
are like those young band students — they 
don’t know their parts, so they just pretend. 

But in many (if not most) cases, youth and 
inexperience have little do with the 
inactivity. Despite years as members of the 
body of Christ, some have never learned 
their roles or considered their importance 
to the functioning of a local church. 
Consider the following suggestions: 

Learn Your Part: Humbly evaluate your 
talents and seek   out ways to use them 
serving the Lord (Matthew 25). Also, 
identify areas in which you want to grow 
and work on those things. 

Understand the Importance: Paul 
repeatedly described the church as a body 
( R o m a n s 1 2 ; 1 C o r i n t h i a n s 1 2 ) , 
emphasizing the interdependence of each 
functioning part. Don’t forget that your 
fellow Christians are depending on you to 
do your part. 

Encourage Others: Understand their 
abilities and their   importance just as you 
do your own. Help them to realize   and 
utilize their talents for the benefit of all.


